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THE INSTALLATION OF THE OFFICERS OF

A SUBORDINATE CHAPTER

The Grand High Priest has full power to preside and install the officers of a Chapter, or he may appoint a Deputy to act for him.  The Constitution provides that the Grand King, Grand Scribe and Grand Principle Sojourner shall preside at the election and install the officers of Chapters assigned to them.  If called upon the High Priest may install his successor in office or may request a Past High Priest to conduct the election and installation, with approval from the Grand Chapter.
When the Grand High Priest presides, the Grand Captain of the Host shall present the officers for installation.  When any other Grand Officer presides, he shall appoint a companion to assist who shall be addressed as Deputy Grand Captain of the Host.

The Installing Officer, if other than the Grand High Priest, shall state his authority for presiding, shall make his appointments, consisting of Deputy Grand Captain of the Host, Associate Grand Chaplain, Assistant Grand Lecturer and Tellers.  He shall be addressed by his official title.

During the election, the Grand Captain of the Host may collect and arrange the Jewels and other paraphernalia used in the ceremony of installation.  All of the officers should be lined up according to rank and seated on the North side of the chapter after the election is complete.
During a semi-public installation the election will be performed in a tiled chapter and the visitors will be invited in after the elections are complete. Instead of Grand Honors being given the new High Priest should be greeted with a hearty welcome. After the chapter is purged of visitors the Installing Officer should have Grand Honors given to the new High Priest.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host (wait for response) I am about to conduct the installation of officers for (chapter #) you will inform the sentinel and direct him to tile in the following manner. For all companions for which he can avouch he will admit without alarm.
(Deputy Grand Captain of the host informs the sentinel then responds) presiding officers title your order has been obeyed.

Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will present the High Priest elect before the East.
(Installing officers title)  I present before you companion (name in full), who has been duly elected to serve this chapter as High Priest for the ensuing year and now declares himself ready for installation. I find him to be skillful in the royal art, attentive to the moral precepts of our forefathers, and have, therefore, no doubt he will discharge the duties of his office with fidelity.
The Installing Officer directs the High Priest-Elect to about face, and says:
Companions:  you behold before you companion __________, who has been elected to serve this chapter as High Priest for the ensuing year, and who now declares himself ready for installation.  If any of you have any reason to urge why he should not be installed, you will make it known now or else forever hereafter hold your peace. (pause) Hearing no objection, I shall proceed to install him.
 If objection is made, it must he investigated and determined to the satisfaction of the Installing Officer before proceeding further.  If no reason be alleged, the Installing Officer will direct the High Priest-Elect to face the East and say:

Companion:  I feel much satisfaction in performing my duty on the present occasion by installing you into the office of High Priest of this chapter. It is any office highly honorable to all those who diligently perform the important duties annexed to it. Your reputed masonic knowledge, however, precludes the necessity of a particular enumeration of those duties. I shall, therefore, only observe that by a frequent recurrence to the constitution, general regulations and charges, you will be best able to fulfill them. I am confident that the companions who are chosen to preside with you will give strength to your endeavors and support your exertions.  

I shall now propose certain questions to you relative to the duties of your office to which I must request your unequivocal answer: 
1.   Do you solemnly promise that you will redouble your endeavors to correct the vices, purify the morals, and promote the happiness of those of your companions who have attained this sublime degree?
2.   That you will never suffer your chapter to be opened unless there be present nine regular royal arch masons?
3.   That you will never suffer either more or less than three brethren to be exalted in your chapter at one and the same time?
4.   That you will not exalt anyone to this degree who has not shown a charitable and humane disposition, or who has not made a considerable proficiency in the proceeding degrees?
5.   That you will promote the general good of our order and on all proper occasions be ready to give and receive instructions, particularly from the Grand Officers?
6.   That to the utmost of your power you will preserve the solemnities of our ceremonies, and behave in open chapter with the most profound respect and reverence as an example to your companions?
7.   That you will not acknowledge or have intercourse with any chapter that does not work under a constitutional warrant or dispensation?
8.   That you will not admit any visitor into your chapter who has not been exalted in a chapter legally constituted, without his being first formally healed?
9.   That you will observe and support such by-laws as may be made by your chapter in conformity to the laws of the Grand Chapter and that you will strictly conform to the constitution of the Grand Chapter and the general regulations of Royal Arch Masonry.
10.  That you will pay due respect and obedience to the instructions of the Grand Officers, particularly relating to the several lectures and charges, and will resign the chair to them severally, when they may visit your chapter?
11. Do you submit to all these charges, and do you promise to observe and practice them faithfully?

Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will place the High Priest elect at the altar in due form. (after this he then escorts the Grand Chaplain to the altar and he recites the following prayer. The Installing officer will call-up the chapter.)
Most holy and glorious lord God, the great High Priest of heaven and earth, we approach thee with reverence and implore thy blessing upon the companion appointed to preside over this chapter, and now prostrate before thee. fill his heart with thy fear, that his tongue and actions may pronounce thy glory. Make him steadfast in thy service; grant him firmness of mind; animate his heart and strengthen his endeavors. May he teach thy judgments and thy laws; and may the incense he shall put before thee upon thine Altar prove an acceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, o Lord, and bless the work of his hands.  Accept us in mercy. Hear thou from heaven, thy dwelling place, and forgive our transgressions. Amen.
 The Chaplain is conducted to his station and the Installing Officer is escorted to the Altar and administers the following obligation:

I,(name in full) do solemnly promise and swear that I will serve this chapter as High Priest for the term for which I have been elected, and until my successor shall be lawfully installed; that I will perform all the duties appertaining to that office to the best of my ability, and will support and maintain the constitution of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations and the general regulations of Royal Arch Masonry, so help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.
As a further token of your sincerity you will kiss the Holy writings which lie open before you.

The Installing Officer is escorted to his station. The Chapter is seated and the High Priest conducted before the East.

The Installing Officer addresses him:

Companion:  in consequence of your cheerful conformity with the charges and regulations, you are now to be installed as High Priest.  I now invest you with the Jewel of you office which is the Miter. Let it remind you of the dignity of the office you sustain and its inscription impress upon your mind a sense of your dependence upon God; that perfection is not given unto man upon earth, and that perfect holiness belongth alone unto the lord.
(The Grand Captain of the Host invests with the Breastplate.)

The breastplate, in imitation of that upon which were engraven the names of the twelve tribes of Israel is to teach you that you are always to bear in mind your responsibility to the laws and ordinances of the institution and that the honor and interest of your chapter and its members should be always near your heart.
The High Priest of every chapter has it in special charge to see that the by-laws of his chapter and the constitution of the Grand Chapter are duly observed; that all the officers of his chapter perform the duties of their respective offices faithfully, and are examples of diligence and industry to their companions; that true and accurate records of all proceedings of the chapter are kept by the secretary; that the treasurer keeps just and regular accounts of all the moneys and other property belonging to the chapter; that the regular returns are made annually to the Grand Chapter and that the annual dues to the Grand Chapter are regularly and punctually paid.  He has the right and authority to call his chapter together at pleasure upon any emergency or occurrence which, in his judgment, may require their meeting.  It is his privilege and duty, together with the King and Scribe, to attend the meetings of the Grand Chapter, either in person or by proxy and this duty should on no occasion be omitted.
 (The Charter is presented by the retiring High Priest)
The charter of (name of chapter) is entrusted to your care.  You will receive it as a sacred deposit and never permit it to be used for any purposes other than those expressed in it.  You will see that it is carefully preserved, and transmit it to your successor.
(The Constitution of the Grand Chapter is presented by the Deputy Grand Captain of the Host)
I present to you the Constitution of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. This is to be frequently read and strictly obeyed.  
(The bylaws of the chapter being installed are presented by the Deputy Grand Captain of the Host)

Lastly, you receive the by-laws of (name of chapter) which you are to see carefully and punctually executed.
And now, excellent, you will be seated in the Sanctum Sanctorum and announce your appointments.
(New High Priest is invited to sit in the seat next to the Installing Grand Officer.)
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host (wait for response) you will assemble the officers elected and appointed before the East.
Do you severally accept the office to which you have been chosen in this chapter?

Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will place the officers elected and appointed at the altar in due form.

 The Installing Officer calls up the Chapter and is escorted to the Altar, and administers the following obligation:)
OBLIGATION

I, (name in full), do solemnly promise and swear that I will serve this chapter in the office to which I have been chosen for the ensuing year and until my successor shall be lawfully installed; that I will perform all the duties appertaining to that office to the best of my ability and will support and maintain the constitution of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations and the general regulations of Royal Arch Masonry, so help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.
As a further token of your sincerity the King elect will kiss the Holy writings which lie open before you. (wait until done) Do you all concur with the salutation?
(The Installing Officer is escorted to his position and seats the Chapter.  The Grand Captain of the Host dismisses the officers at the Altar, with the exception of the King, whom he presents before the Installing Officer, saying:)
(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly elected to serve this chapter as king for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.

KING

     Companion, you have been elected King in this chapter and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.  
     In the absence of the High Priest, you will govern the chapter.  In his presence, you will assist him in the performance of his duties.
     Your badge, the level surmounted by a crown, should remind you that although you are the representative of a King, and exalted by office above your companions, yet that you remain upon a level with them as respects your duty to god, your neighbor, and yourself; that you are equally bound with them to be obedient to the laws and ordinances of the institution; to be charitable, humane, and just and to seek every occasion of doing good.
     Your office teaches a striking lesson of humility.  By placing the King in a postition subordinate to the High Priest, teaches us that our duty to God is paramount to all other duties and should ever claim the priority of our obedience to man, and that however strongly we may be bound to obey the laws of civil society, yet those laws to be just, should never intermeddle with matters of conscience nor dictate articles of faith.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the King to his station.

SCRIBE
(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly elected to serve this chapter as Scribe for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed. 
Companion, you are elected scribe in this chapter and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.               

In the absence of your superior officers, you are bound to succeed them and perform their duties.
You are by all means in your power, to endeavor to establish a permanent union and good understanding among all orders and degrees of masonry, and, as the glorious sun, at its meridian height, dispels the mists and clouds which obscure the horizon so may your exertions tend to dissipate the gloom of jealousy and discord whenever they may appear.  It is your duty to admonish and animate your companions to fidelity and industry while at labor and to temperance and moderation while at refreshment.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Scribe to his station.

Treasurer
(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly elected to serve this chapter as Treasurer for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you have been elected treasurer of this chapter and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.
It is your duty to receive in charge all funds and property of the chapter, pay all orders drawn on the treasury, and render a true account when required.  
I trust that your regard for the chapter will prompt you to the faithful discharge of the duties of your office.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Treasurer to his station.

SECRETARY

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly elected to serve this chapter as Secretary for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you have been elected secretary-of this chapter and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.

It is your duty to faithfully record the transactions of the chapter, collect the revenue and pay it over to the treasurer, and  I have no doubt that you will perform your duties with fidelity.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Secretary to his station.

CHAPLAIN

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Chaplain for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you have been appointed chaplain of this chapter and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.
It is your duty to minister at the Altar and offer up prayers to deity.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Chaplain to his station.

CAPTAIN OF THE HOST

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Captain of the Host for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you are appointed Captain of the Host of this chapter and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.
Your office corresponds with that of “marshal" or "master of ceremonies" in the preparatory degrees.  You are to superintend all processions of the chapter, and you will be careful that the utmost order and decorum be observed on all such occasions.  You will be attentive to the commands of your chief, and always be near at hand to see them duly executed.  It is presumed that you will give to your duties all that study and attention which there importance demands.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Captain of the Host to his station.

PRINCIPLE  SOJTOURNER

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Principle Sojourner for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you are appointed Principle Sojourner of this chapter and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.
Your office corresponds to that of senior deacon in the preparatory degrees.  It is your duty to prepare and introduce the candidates.  Experience teaches us that first impressions are often the most durable, and the most difficult to eradicate, so it is of great importance, in all cases, that those impressions should be correct and just, hence, it is essential that the officer who brings the blind by a way that they know not, and leads them in paths that they have not know, should always be well qualified to make darkness light before them, and crooked ways straight.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Principle Sojurner to his station.

ROYAL ARCH CAPTAIN

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Royal Arch Captain for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you have been appointed Royal Arch Captain in this; chapter and you are now invested with the jewel of your office. 
Your office in the preparatory degrees corresponds with that of "Junior Deacon".  It is your province, conjointly with the Captain of the Host, to attend the examination of all visitors, and to take care that none are permitted to enter the chapter but such as are qualified.  You will be attentive to obey the commands of the captain of the host during the introduction of strangers among the workmen, so that should they be permitted to pass your post, they may, by him, be introduced into the presence of the Grand Council.
The white banner, entrusted to your care, is emblematical of that purity of heart and rectitude of conduct which ought to actuate all those who pass the white veil of the sanctuary.  I give it to you strongly in charge never to suffer anyone to pass your post without the signet of truth.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Royal Arch Captain to his station.

MASTER OF THE THIRD VEIL
(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Master of the Third Veil for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you are appointed master of the third veil and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.
I present you with the scarlet banner, which is the ensign of your office, and with a sword to protect and defend the same.  The rich and beautiful color of your banner is emblematical of fervency and zeal, and is the appropriate color of the Royal Arch Degree.  It admonishes us that we should be fervent in the exercise of our devotions to God, and zealous in our endeavors to promote the happiness of man.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Master of the Third Veil to his station.

MASTER OF THE SECOND VEIL

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Master of the Second Veil for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you are appointed master of the second veil and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.
I present you with the purple banner, which is the ensign of your office, and arm you with a sword to enable you to maintain its honor.  The color of your banner is produced by a due mixture of blue and scarlet, the former of which is the characteristic color of the symbolic, or first three degrees of masonry, and the latter, that of the royal arch degree.  It is an emblem of union, and is the characteristic color of the intermediate degrees.  It admonishes us to cultivate and improve that spirit of union and harmony between the brethren of the symbolic degrees and the companions of the sublime degrees.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Master of the Second Veil to his station.

MASTER OF THE FIRST VEIL

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Master of the first Veil for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, your are appointed master of the first veil and you are now invested with the jewel of your office.
I present you with the blue banner, which is the ensign of your office, and with a sword for its defense and protection.  The color of your banner is one of the most durable and beautiful in nature.  It is the appropriate color adopted and worn by our ancient brethren of the three symbolic degrees, and is the peculiar characteristic of an institution which has stood the test of ages, and which is as much distinguished by the durability of its materials, or principles, as by the beauty of its superstructure.  It is an emblem of universal friendship and benevolence, and instructs us that, in the mind of a mason, those virtues should be as expansive as the blue arch of heaven itself.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Master of the First Veil to his station.

STEWARDS

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Stewards for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companions, you have been appointed steward(s) in this chapter and you are now invested with the jewel(s) of your office.
It is your duty to see that the tables are properly furnished at refreshment, and that every companion is suitably provided for.  Your duties, among other things, are to see that due preparation is made for the convocations of the chapter, and that the chapter room is in suitable array for the introduction of candidates and the dispatch of business.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Steward(s) to his station.

MUSIC DIRECTOR

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed to serve this chapter as Music Director for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you are appointed musical director of this chapter, and are now invested with the jewel of your office.
Under the direction of the high priest, you will conduct the musical service of the chapter, which, when properly rendered, is not the least important feature of our ceremonies, for by the powerful charm of music, the most discordant passions may be harmonized and brought into perfect unison.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Muscial Director to his station.

SENTINEL

(Installing Officers title) I present before you companion (name), who has been duly appointed  to serve this chapter as Sentinel for the ensuing year, and is now ready to be installed.
Companion, you are appointed sentinel of this chapter, and I invest you with the jewel and implement of your office.  
The sword is placed in your hands to enable you to guard against the approach of cowans and eavesdroppers, to suffer none to pass or repass but such as are duly qualified. 
As the first application of visitors for admission into the chapter is generally made to the sentinel at the door, your station will often present you to the observations of strangers.  It is, therefore, essentially necessary that he who sustains the office with which you are entrusted, be a man of good morals, steady habits, strict discipline, temperate, affable, and discreet.  I trust that a just regard for the honor and reputation of the institution will ever induce you to perform with fidelity the trust reposed in you.
Excellent Deputy Grand Captain of the Host you will conduct the Sentinel to his station.

(The High Priest is then inducted into the chair, presented with the gavel, and its use explained to him.)
Excellent High Priest, I now induct you into the Sanctum Sanctorum and present you with this gavel.  With two blows, you call up your officers; with three blows, the entire chapter.  With one blow, you also seat a companion should he so far forget himself as to be out of order.
(DO NOT SEAT CHAPTER)

Excellent High Priest, behold your companions.  Companions behold your Excellent High Priest and (salute him with the honors of Royal Arch Masonry.) (during a semi-public installtion this should be replaced with “greet him with a hearty welcome.”)    
(Private Grand Honors are then given during a private installation. Appluase during a semi-public installation)
With one blow you seat your chapter.

ADDRESS TO HIGH PRIEST

Excellent companion, having been honored by the members of this chapter, you are elected to the most important office which is within their power to bestow.  This is expression of their esteem and respect should draw from you corresponding sensations, and your demeanor should be such as to repay the honor they have so conspicuously conferred upon you, by an honorable and faithful discharge of the duties of your office.  The station you are called to fill is important, as it respects the correct practice of our rites and  ceremonies, and the public reputation of the institution will be generally found to rise or fall according to the skill, fidelity, and discretion with which its concerns are managed.
 CHARGE TO THE CHAPTER

The companions, the exercise and management of the sublime degrees of masonry in your chapter hitherto, are so highly appreciated, and the good reputation of the chapter so well established, that I must presume these considerations alone, were there no others of greater magnitude, would be sufficient to induce you to preserve and perpetuate this valuable and honorable character.  But when to these is added the pleasure which every philanthropic heart must feel in doing good, in promoting good order, in diffusing light and knowledge, in cultivating Masonic and Christian Charity, which are the great objects of this sublime institution, I cannot doubt your future conduct, and that of your successors will be calculated still to increase the luster of your justly esteemed reputation.
(The Grand Captain of the Host, under the direction of the Installing Officer, makes the Official Proclamation as follows:)

In the name of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and under the immediate direction of companion (Name of Installing Officer in full followed by his official title),  I proclaim the officers of (Name of Chapter) Duly elected, Appointed, Obligated, and Installed in due and ancient form.
Deputy Grand Captain of the host (wait for response), you will inform the sentinel of the completion of the installation ceremonies and direct him to tile the chapter in the usual manner.
(Deputy Grand Captain of the host informs the sentinel then responds) presiding officers title your order has been obeyed

